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THE FLIGHTS OF AMELIA EARHART 
By Grenville G. 0. Manton 
" Lady Lindy," as Miss Earhart has been called, began her flying career shortly after the 
Great War, and in 1928, as a passenger, she crossed the Atlantic. Four years later, in 1932, 
she piloted her own machine across the same ocean, landing in Ireland on making a twofold 
record. These flights and her triumphant crossing of the Pacific in 1935 are here described 
FROM the very early days flying has held a strong attraction for ·women. Tn France there was a wom.an 
who flew as long ago as 1909, and her 
name, Baroness de Laroche, became 
famous throughout Europe. Her skill 
and daring were wonderful, for, let 
it be remembered, she was piloting 
machines when every flight was a 
gamble-a great and perilous adventure. 
Others followed the baroness, and 
during the years 1910-
13 quite a considerable 
But when the post-,Var era dawned, 
the story started by the pioneers was 
continued. Once more women took 
to the air. In Europe and in the 
United States women aviators, inspired 
by the heroic achievements of such 
m en as Alcock and Ross Smith, ven-
tured to make long flights across the 
world. Especially did they aspire to 
cross the Atlantic, not perhaps alone but 
at first as passengers, and the first to 
' LADY LINDY' 
achieve fame in that risky and some-
times foolhardy game was a young 
women called Amelia Earhart. 
Some time after the end of the Vvar, 
in which she had served with a Red 
Cross unit, this quiet and gentle-
mannered American girl leamed to fly. 
The wonder and fascination of the air 
entirely captivated her. Aeroplanes 
became an outstanding interest in her 
life. In r928 her chance came to take 
part in an Atlantic air 
attempt. A Fokker 
number of women in 
France joined the ranks 
of the pioneers of flight. 
In England, too, femin-
ine interest grew in the 
new art. and the avia-
tion centres at Hendon 
and Brooklands were 
able to boast of women 
pilots. There was, for 
example, Mrs. Hilda 
Hewlett, whose rertifi-
cate bore the number 
122. She " took her 
ticket" in ~ovember, 
1911, and gained so 
much experience that 
she ultimately taught 
her own son to fly. 
The United States are rightly proud of Amelia Earhart, for she stands amongst 
the world's finest record-breaking pilots. Two transatlantic flights, first as a 
passenger and afterwards as a pilot, and then a wonderful crossing of the Pacific 
are amongst her outstanding achievements. In this photograph, taken at 
Hanworth after her solo Atlantic trip in 1932, her resemblance to Charles 
Lindbergh, which has resulted in the soubriquet " Lady Lindy," is apparent 
seaplane, powered 
with three zoo h.p. 
Wright " Whirlwind " 
engines and fitted with 
floats, had been pre-
pared for a dash from 
Newfoundland to 
Europe, and on June 
17, 1928, it rose, not 
without difficulty, be-
cause of its immense 
load of fuel, from Tre-
passey. On board the 
plane, named Friend-
ship, were three people 
- Commander Wilmer 
Stultz, the pilot, Mr. 
Lew Gordon, mechanic, 
and Miss E a r h art, 
travelling as passenger. In 1912-13 races ·were 
organized for women 
flyers, and something of 
a sensation was caused 
when an American, Miss 
Harriet Quimby, flew 
the English Channel on 
l\1ay 16, 1912, in a 
Bleriot monoplane. Miss 
Quimby was the first 
American woman to hold 
a pilot's certificate, and 
she was one of the first 
women to venture across 
the sea alone in an aero-
plane. Women were, 
indeed, at that time 
making inroads into 
what had so far ap-
peared to be a man's 
pursuit, and only the 
coming of the Great 
War prevented their 
making further advance 
in the world of flight. 
Reust one 
A long joumey lay 
ahead for the voyagers, 
and soon after the 
monoplane bad started 
the hours were not 
without anxiety. Fog, 
the enemy of all airmen, 
as s a i l ed t h e m, an d 
Stultz, who, besides be-
ing the pilot, also acted 
as radio operator, was 
kept busy checking hi~ 
position by wireless 
communication w i t h 
ships. Hour after hour 
the Friendship sped on 
through the fog, and 
while Stultz watched his 
instruments and worked 
his wireless, his pas-
senger sat quietly in the 
cabin behind, thrilled by 
the adventure in which 
she was taking part. 
Then, during i.he morning of June 18, 
for a brief period the visibility improved 
and the pilot was able to pick up a ship 
in the ocean below. 
On coming low, Stultz was puzzled to 
:find that the ship was a liner, apparently 
making a south to north course-a 
strange route for an Atlantic-going craft. 
A doubt crept into his mind as to his 
own course. Where was he ? Where 
had their plane got to after 19~ hours ? 
Flying now at a low altitude, he came 
on another liner and endeavoured to 
get in touch with her by radio and by 
dropping hastily-scribbled notes. But 
all was of no avaiL For some reason 
he could not establish wireless com-
munication-and the notes, written and 
aimed by Miss Earhart, fell wide of their 
mark. The Friendship flew on. Then, 
on the far horizon, Stultz, Miss Earhart 
and Gordon saw the faint outline of 
land. It was the coast of \Vales. In 
the fog they had flown across Ireland ! 
Some 30 minutes later the seaplane 
taxied through the tranquil waters of 
Burry Port, Carmarthen Bay, and the 
flight was over. For the seventh time 
the North Atlantic had been crossed 
from west to east non-stop by air, and 
Amelia Earhart had achieved one of 
her great ambitions. 
The realization of another and greater 
one came four years later when she 
emulated the great Lindbergh, to whom 
she bears a striking facial resemblance, 
in making a solo flight from her native 
land to Europe. It has been said that 
she essayed that flight in answer to 
those critics who bad belittled her for 
being a " mere passenger " in her :first 
transatlantic adventure. W11atevcr the 
motive it was a fine achievement. 
On the evening of May 20, 1932, she 
climbed into the cabin of her Lockheed 
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NEWFOUNDLAND TO ENGLAND 
_.>,, departure from usual practice in Atlantic flights was made when the " Friendship," a 
three·engined Fokker seaplane was chosen by the three Americans for their successful 
attempt in June, 1928. The day after their arrival in \Vales they flew to Southampton. 
Above, the "Friendship" in the harbour; and below (left to right), L. Gordon (mechanic), 
Amelia Earhart (passenger) and \V. Stultz· (pilot) with the mayoress of Southampton 
~ Daily .lHt·tor ' 
BEFORE FAME CAME ..1 ssocia ted p,·ess 
Amelia Earhart wa by no means new to the" aviation game" when she flew the Atlantic 
as a passenger in rgz8. She had learnt to fly seven years before, and had a tlying 
experience of some soo hours. Here we see her beside a training machine during this 
period. Today she is a vice-president of the 1\ational Aeronautic Association of America 
Vega as it stood with idling engine at 
Harbour Grace, Newfoundland. Then, 
precisely at 7.30 p.m., she thrust the 
throttle open and in a few moments 
she was in the air, heading out to sea. 
The ftrst, second and thirct hours passed 
well enough . Her Vega, a sleek and 
fast monoplane, carried the plucky 
woman pilot on her way in excellent 
style. But presently two troubles 
developed simultaneouc;ly. The exhaust 
manifold of the big 420 h.p. "Wasp" 
engine fractured, permitting a fterce 
rush of flame to sweep back over the 
cowling. In ordinary circumstances in 
daylight such a mishap would not b3 
of great consequence. But at night 
the light of the burning gases wac; 
bewildering ami worrying to the pilot. 
Moreover, Miss Earhart discovered, 
not without a very natural concern, 
that a petrol gauge was leaking. But 
there was nothing that she could do 
about these two defects- she could but 
carry on, concentrating on her nctviga-
tion and hoping for the best as her 
plane roared meteor-like through the 
darkness. Later, to add to her troubles, 
she ran into severe weather. Darkness, 
a flaming exhaust, a petrol leak, and 
thea rain and heavy clouds. 
Fate was working against this coura-
geous lone flyer. Fearful that she might 
strike the sea, for she was flying blind 
and with her altimeter out of action, 
Miss Earhart climbed the Vega high 
into the night sky. But there another 
hazard threatened her. The intense cold 
caused ice to form on her monoplane's 
wings. Desperately she flew on, count-
ing the hours and waiting for the 
respite that daylight would bring. 
At last, spreading out across the 
horizon that lay far ahead of the 
Vega's flamt'-flecked nose, the faint light 
of dawn a!>peared. Slowly the sun was 
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creeping upward. Miss Earhart's spirits 
rose. An hour or so. and surely she 
would see land. Eagerly she scanned 
the dim and misty vista that stretched 
before her. Soon the sight that had 
cheered Alcock and Brown thirteen 
years previously was hers too. Ireland ! 
In a very little while the Vega 
skimmed over hedges and landed in a 
fteld at Culmorc, Derry. The crossing 
had taken only 13~ hours and con-
stituted a twofold record, for never 
before had a woman piloted a machine 
solo across those lonely and treacherous 
2,ooo-odd miles, nor had anyone com-
pleted the journey in so short a time. 
It had been a nerve-racking flight, 
and when, after the landing, the petrol 
tanks were examined, it was found that 
there was just sufficient fuel for one 
hour's flying-a narrow margin, indeed. 
"Lady Lindy," as Miss Earhart was 
dubbed, was at once feted by I reland 
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APPRECIATION 
When i\fiss Earhart landed near Loudon-
derry after her solo Atlantic crossing in 
1932, she quickly made friends with the 
crowds which gathered. She is seen above 
with an Irish policeman, who is sharing 
a mutual admiration with the airwomau 
SOLO CONQUEROR OF OCEANS 
1932, Harbour Grace (Newfoundland) to Londonderry (Ireland} ; I935, Honolulu to Oakland (California) . This bare recital of the two transoceanic 
flights of Amelia Earhart gives little idea of the magnitude of her self-imposed tasks. Her Lockheed "Vega" was no" woman's machine," and she 
had to trust implicitly to the reliability of the single Pratt & Whitney engine with which it was fitted. Above, Miss Earhart inspE-cting the" Vega" 
at Lqndonderry: below, her machine is seen landing on her arrival at Oaldand 
TRAINING FOR A TOUGH TASK 
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After tal<ing part, as a pa senger, in the transatlantic fl.ight made with a Fokker seaplane 
in 1928, Miss Earhart did a considerable amount of solo fl.ying in the United States. She 
gained much experience in piloting a Lockheed " Vega" monoplane, a type of machine 
that she used on both her solo crossing of the Atlantic in May, 1932, and her Pacific flight 
in January, 1935. Above, the famous airwoman standing beside her "Vega" at Detroit 
and England, and when she returned 
to the United States she was hailed as 
one of the modern heroines of the air. 
Not long after her triumphant home-
coming she aspired to further records 
in the air. Miss Ruth Nicholls at that 
time held the record for distance flown 
in a straight line by a woman, with a 
fast trip of 2,ooo miles across the 
American continent, and this Miss 
Earhart planned to beat. And so, in 
August, she took another Lockheed 
Vega to Los Angeles, and when all was 
r~ady set off on August 24, heading 
cast. Her machine had been specially 
tuned for the attempt and it bore her 
swiftly and surely on her way until, 
when nineteen hours and four minutes 
had elapsed, she landed at Newark, 
New Jersey. She had covered more than 
2,500 miles and so the record was hers. 
This flight was remarkable for the 
speed at which it was accomplished. 
It occupied only one hour more than 
that made by the famous airman, 
l'rank M. Hawks, who, as the creator 
of many high-speed transcontinental 
flights both in America and Europ:}, 
ranks as one of the outstanding pilots 
of the United States. 
But she did not rest on her laurels, 
and in 1935 she prepared for another 
oversea flight, which was as beset with 
danger as the transatlantic venture. 
This was a "hop " [rom Honolulu to 
California, which involved more than 
2,ooo miles over the Pacific. When her 
intentions became known, effmts were 
made to prevent the airwoman from 
starting, for no less than ten airm~n 
had perished while attempting the trip 
before, and the U.S.naval authorities had 
been involved in a great deal of expense 
in searching for the missing aviators. 
In spite of this opposition, however, 
Miss Earhart set off on January 12. 
Using her trusty Lockheed again, she 
headed direct for Oakland, California. 
Hour after hour she sat alone in the 
cabin, her practised hands lightly 
holding the controls, her calm eyes 
glancing now at the instruments, now at 
the void around her. A sudden falter 
of the engine might well have caused 
her heart to jump. But the motor, with 
its rhythmic hum, went on anrl on, and 
carried her without a misfire to her goal. 
When she landed she bad covered 
2.408 miles in 18 hours 16 minutes. 
Amelia Earhart, America's greatest 
airwoman, had succeeded once again. 
Miss Earhart, who in private life is 
Mrs. Putnam, wife of the well-known 
publisher, by her brilliant achievements 
in the air acquired nnny honours and 
distinctions both in her own country and 
abroad, and she remains a leading and 
resp:}ctecl fi~ure in Am~rican aviation. 
